
Monroe Symphony Orchestra Board of Governors 
Minutes of Meeting 

August 13, 2018 
 

The Monore Symphony Orchestra Board of Governors met on Monday, August 13, 2018 at 5:30 
p.m. at Tower Place with the following present:  Billie Barringer, Vici French Brumfield, Carolyn 
Myrick, Bill Rambin, Katharine Spires, Bill Willis, Maggie Zentner, Mel Mobley, Jennifer Bass, Jay 
Curtis, Brython Cox, Walter Dunn, Andrea Gay, Sherry Smith, Craig West and Marilyn Decker.  In 
the absence of President Al Peterson, Craig West, executive director, called the meeting to 
order.   
 
Upon a motion by Jennifer Bass, seconded by Billie Barringer, minutes of the July meeting were 
approved as written. 
 
Financial Report – In the absence of Lyle Miller, treasurer, Craig presented the financial report 
as prepared by the treasurer.  As of July 31, 2018 the bank balance was $26,165.78 with all bills 
paid.  Total expenditures for June and July, 2018 totaled $5,700.18.  Copies of the Statement of 
Financial Position and Statement of Activity are attached to original set of minutes.  These were 
distributed to the membership board at the meeting. 
 
Executive Committee Report – The Tri-fold season brochure designed by John William Rea was 
adopted by the committee with some color changes enhancing readability.  Sales and 
sponsorship information will be submitted to John following approval at tonight’s meeting and 
should be finalized and sent to the Printer by the end of the week. 
 
The date for Sound Safari has been set and schools targeted for the event.  Craig reported 
completing a couple of grants in hopes of the event being fully funded. 
 
DIVISION REPORTS: 
  
Marketing/Advertising:  Vici first thanked Brython Cox for the work he has done updating the 
MSO website.  All sponsorship and ad forms and pertinent information can be accessed on the 
website.  Vici noted the elimination of any distinction between business and individual gifts this 
season.  Vici also thanked Katharine Spires for the work she has done on the program brochure. 
 
Operations:  Jennifer Bass reported After Glow plans have been made and asked Maggie 
Zentner to explain.   Maggie stated Bayou DeSiard Country Club has been booked for the After 
Glow party immediately following the first concert on October 20.  Again, this will be a 
champagne and dessert affair.  Invitations will be sent to patrons and orchestra musicians.  Last 
year’s cost was approximately $1500 but could possibly run higher this year depending upon 
the number of patrons.  The Board unanimously approved this function. 
 
Strategic Planning:  Andrea Gay presented a written report to each Board member, a copy is 
attached to the original set of these minutes.  She reported three fundraisers are planned for 



this season, the first to be held at Flying Tiger Brewery on October 25th.  Four grants have been 
written and submitted and plans put in place in regard to Bequests and Endowments.   
 
Associated Programs:  No report. 
 
MONROE SYMPHONY LEAGUE – Billie Barringer, League president, reported the League has 
pledged 50% of their net book fair profits to MSO estimated to be approximately $12,000.  In 
addition the League pledges $5,000 in sponsorship of the Sound Safari, totaling approximately 
$17,000. 
 
NELAC – Barry Stevens reported the DAF Grant panel will meet on August 29.  This is the last 
year funds will be allocated by parish.  Next year all eleven parishes will vie for the money.  
There will be two more grant writing workshops offered this year and he encouraged 
participation to ensure better grant writing skills. 
 
On Wednesday, August 15 the film “I Am the Blues” will be shown at Flying Tiger Brewery.  This 
is in partnership with KEDM Radio.  Cost is $5.00, NELAC members attend from free or by 
donation of an old band instrument.  The Food and Wine Festival will be held October 12, 13 
and 14. 
 
PRESIDENTS REPORT:   President Al Peterson, who is presently ill, has requested the Board 
elect a President Elect.  There were no volunteers and Craig requested all to seriously consider 
this position. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:  There was no unfinished business. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  The 2018-19 Concert Season Sponsorship/Membership Levels as 
recommended by the Marketing/Advertising Division were presented for vote.  The 
recommendation carried with one “nay” vote.  A copy is attached to the original minutes. 
 
Walter Dunn reminded the Board that time is not in our favor.  We must step up immediately 
and get these ads and sponsorships sold.  Deadline is September 3-10.  Glenwood Hospital has 
bought the back cover of the program and Progressive Bank has purchased a $600 ad. 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectifully Submitted: 
Marilyn Decker, Secretary 


