
MSO Board of Governors 
Board Meeting Minutes 

January 14, 2019 
 

Members Present:  Bill Rambin, Billie Barringer, Brython Cox, Carol Ann Tubbs, Andrea Gray, 
Sherry Smith, Katharine Spires, Carolyn Myrick, Bill Willis, Vici French Brumfield, Maggie 
Zentner, Lynda McGehee, Joan Smith, Lyle Miller, Craig West, Al Peterson, Mel Mobley, 
Walter Dun, Maggie Rocket, Anna Pryor, Jennifer Bass (Excused absences:  Jay Curtis – work 
conflict; Marilyn Decker – ill) 
 
Al Peterson, President, called the meeting to order and thanked members for attending.  Al asked 
for approval of the minutes of the December meeting.  The minutes stand approved as written. 
 
Lyle Miller, Treasurer, reviewed the treasurer’s report which reflected financial transactions 
through December 31, 2018.  At this time the Financial Report show the Monroe Symphony 
Orchestra in a profitable status however, there are three more events this fiscal year.  We still 
have not heard back from CenturyLink regarding sponsorship.  We also are still expecting 
$5,000 from the Scott Foundation and $2,000 from Audibel for sponsorship of the Pops Concert.  
This report also reflects payments that have already been paid to Mandy Harvey.  The Monroe 
Civic Center has not yet been paid. 
 
Executive Committee report: 
Craig West, Executive Director, announced that we will need people to sell MSO merchandise at 
the Pops Concert as well as people to help sell Mandy Harvey’s merchandise.  He asked that all 
members continue to “like” and “share” the Facebook event for the Pops Concert.  Lamar 
billboard has donated space on four digital billboards.  These ads will run for four weeks.  Craig 
will be on air on various radio and TV stations for the ten days before the event and will be on 
air somewhere every day that week.  Dr. Long has requested that ULM send information about 
this concert to all faculty and students.  Craig is also reaching out to schools and churches.  He is 
currently looking for a sponsor for the March concert.  We did get $1,000 from Glenwood 
Regional Medical Center.   
 
Craig has had a request from a ULM student to do an internship in the MSO office.  Craig asked 
for Board approval for this.  Jennifer Bass made a motion that we accept the student’s request for 
the internship.  Bill Willis seconded the motion which passed with no opposition. 
 
Posters for the Pops Concert are available in the MSO office.  Contact Craig before going to the 
office since he has been selected for Jury Duty and will have limited office hours this week. 
 
Marketing/Advertising: 
Vici Brumfield, Chair, reported that the TV ad for the Pops Concert has been produced and is 
running now.  The radio ad will begin next week. 
 
Operations: 



Jennifer Bass, Chair, reported that Youth Symphony members will be available to help guests 
bring their food in at the Pops Concert.  We will need 8-10 workers and suggest that they work in 
pairs. 
 
We will need ushers for this event.  Billie Barringer said the League members can help with this.  
She asked that we let her know exactly how many we need, and she will get them there. 
 
Craig had previously asked about decorations for this event.  Katharine Spires said she will 
handle this. 
 
The question was asked as to when people can get into the Civic Center to decorate for the Pops 
Concert.  It was decided that people can decorate between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. but must be 
out of the arena by 4:00 p.m.  Doors will open again at 6:00 p.m. and food can be brought in at 
that time. 
 
Strategic Plan: 
Andrea Gay, Chair, reported that the people who have purchased Pops tables in the past but have 
not yet purchased a table this year have been called.  Six of the people who were called 
committed to purchasing a table.  Andrea is currently working on dividing up the donor list and 
will divide this list so that Board members can help make calls to these people.  She sent around 
a sign-up sheet asking for volunteers to make these calls. 
 
It has been discovered that there is a lack of information on the web site and that we need better 
ways to communicate.  Brython Cox, Phyllis Horne and Andrea are working on a better data 
model and communication plan.  Brython added that we know what this plan needs to 
accomplish now so we know what needs to be done. 
 
Juleps and Jazz – This event will take place on Saturday, May 4, 2019 around the Kentucky 
Derby.  The Northeast Louisiana Arts Council is working with the MSO Board to create Blend 
Fest which will include Juleps and Jazz and Blend of the Bayou.  We will be marketing this 
together.  We will need major advertising and have already secured a location for Juleps and 
Jazz.  Vici shared that the event will be co-branded.  Work is in process to create sales flyers 
(these will be available for the Pops Concert) and updating the website to give information and a 
way to purchase tickets for this (these) event(s).  This will be a repeatable event.  Maggie 
Zentner announced that Phyllis Horne has allowed us to use her home for this event.  We will 
still need some other sponsorships. 
 
The Strategic Plan is still a work in progress and the goal is to have this in place by the end of 
this year. 
 
Monroe Symphony League: 
Billie Barringer, MSL representative, announced that the Emerging Artists auditions went well.  
She thanked Mel Mobley and all the volunteers.  The winner was a pianist from the youth 
division.  Mel said the number of applicants was up this year some.  There is still a lot of room to 
grow this event.  The vocal judge talked to Mel about ways to reach more vocalists.   



 
The bookroom is open for donations again.  They are accepting donations now for the March 
sale. 
 
Youth Symphony: 
No representative available at this meeting 
 
NELA Arts Council: 
Barry Stevens, Executive Director of the Arts Council, was not available at this meeting. 
 
President’s Report: 
Al thanked the division chairs and commenting that they are all doing a great job.  He 
encouraged the division chairs to involve board members.  He said that this year is setting the 
pattern for the future. 
 
Al commented that we need to elect a President Elect to take over in June.  Al suggested a 
committee be appointed to vet someone and present that person at the next meeting.  Al asked 
the following people to serve on that committee:  Carolyn Myrick, Maggie Rocket, Maggie 
Zentner.  They all agreed.  Maggie Zentner will serve as chair of this committee.  Al asked that 
any Board Member interested in serving as President Elect to contact one of these committee 
members. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Bass 
 
 


